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Brenda Jones Bell went to be with her Lord on June 28,2004, 
at age 50. She was born on September 27,1953 in Aiken, South 
Carolina,the sixteenth child of Isaac and Rose Ellen Scott Jones. 
Brenda was married to Leonard Bell, Jr. of Ridge Spring, and 
the mother of a daughterjonique Nate"Nikki"Bell,and a son, 
Julius Leon Bell. She was also the proud grandmother of Akira 
Denese.

Brenda grew up in a strong, caring and nurturing Christian 
family home in Aiken. At an early age, Brenda joined the 
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church in Aiken, South Carolina, 
where she served on the Program Committee, Food Committee, 
and Finance Committee. Adevout Christian,she always reached 
out to others in need. She attended the Aiken County Public 
Schools, and graduated from Aiken High School in 1971.

After high school, she worked for thirty and one-half years 
at the Westinghouse Savannah River Company (WSRC), 
Accounting Department, before retiring in 2003.

On October 14,1978 Brenda was joined in holy matrimony 
to Leonard Bell, Jr. and they made their home in Ridge Spring. 
As a devoted and loving wife, she blessed her husband with a 
home of joy, laughter, faith and good cooking. To this union, 
God gave them two wonderful children and a precious 
granddaughter.

Brenda was preceded in death by her father, Isaac Jones, 
brother, Hampton Jones, her sister, Classie M. Jones, and her 
father-in-law, Deacon Leonard Bell.Sr.

She is survived by her loving and faithful husband of 25 
years (Leonard), a daughter (Jonique Nate"Nikki"); a son, (Julius 
Leon) and one granddaughter (Akira Denese); her mother Rose 
Jones, brothers,John H. (Barbara) Jones,Aiken,SC;lsiah (Emma 
J.) Jones, Jacksonville, FL; Samuel Jones, Jacksonville, FL; Elijah 
(Minnie 0.) Jones, Brooklyn, NY; David Jones, Warner Robbins, 
GA; Freddie (Curtistine) Jones, Aiken, SC; and Paul Jones, Aiken, 
SC.; sisters Eliza Barton, Brooklyn, NY; Martha (John) Furse, 
Brooklyn, NY; Rebecca Coleman, Aiken, SC; Elizabeth J. Smith, 
Greenbelt.MD; Mary L.Jones, Aiken,SC; Kathy (James) Rowlett, 
Columbia, SC; mother-in law, Annie Mae Paige Bell; brother-in- 
law, Marvin B. (Vivian) Bell; and sisters-in-laws,Joyce B. (Preston) 
Winkler; Sherie B. (L.A.) Green; Cynthia B. (David) Faulks; one 
aunt,MattieBates;oneunde,FreddieScott,a host of nephews, 
nieces, and other relatives; plus numerous friends.

Brenda was an intelligent young woman with so much to 
offer. She was an avid reader and a delicious chicken salad and 
carrot-raisin salad-maker extraordinaire, among her many 
attributes and talents. She excelled at nearly everything she 
did beginning with school, on her job, in the church, and in her 
home. She loved spending time with family and friends. Brenda 
understood the value of quality time with her family, especially 
during vacations and holidays. Time at the beach and in 
Orlando,FLwith Leonard (Leo), Nikki,Julius,and laterwith her 
granddaughter was always special and fun. Christmas was one 
of her favorite holidays because she loved to decorate and cook. 
Leonard, Jr. and Brenda made an excellent team in the culinary 
arts enterprise. They enjoyed their friendly competition in the 
kitchen and on the outside grill. Brenda could also find peace 
amidst the hustle and bustle of life by seeking solace and

solitude. Therefore, she could be at ease during quiet and 
reflective times at the side of a pond with a fishing pole in her 
hands. Yes, she loved to fish at the Bell Pond and other fishing 
holes.

As a husband who honored his vow,"Until death do us part," 
Leonard was always there for Brenda. As Brenda©s health 
brought changes to their lives, one thing never changed. She 
needed him and he needed her. Because he was there, Brenda 
was satisfied. He kept her feeling safe and he was the one she 
wanted. Brenda loved Leonard and Leonard loved Brenda.

In the last two years of her life, Brenda faced a major health 
challenge. When her body was in pain and her treatment drain 
her of energy and appetite, she remained a courageous and 
inspiring woman. People around her loved the way she lit up a 
room with her smile, and her laughter was contagious! Brenda 
is remembered and loved for her compassionate spirit that 
could not be stifled or diminished by her illness. In her last days, 
her immediate family witnessed a strong and fearless Brenda. 
She demonstrated a personal strength and faith that 
encouraged all who loved her.

Brenda©s life ended all too short, early last Monday morning, 
in the arms of her husband Leonard. Today, our lives are forever 
changed by her passing, and more importantly, inspired by her 
living legacy. Her sweet smile, her hugs and hearing her calling 
"Leonard,""Julius,""Nikki," and "Akira" will be missed.

We rememberthe old saying, "The woman who creates and 
sustains a home and under whose hands children grow up to 
be strong and pure men and women, is a creator second only 
to God," and we remember Brenda Jones Bell as such a woman.

Yes, Brenda was a loving wife, a wonderful mother, a special 
sister, and helpful friend. She taught us how to live; she taught 
us how to die; she taught us how to laugh and have fun. She 
taught us how to appreciate books and she taught us how to 
cook. She taught us how to be strong and how to be tender. 
She taught us by the way she lived her life. And, she loved those 
whom God brought into her life.

While Brenda loved all her sisters and brothers equally, there 
was a special bond she held with sister Kathy. These two were 
more than just blood relatives, more than siblings, they were 
"best friends" who shared many days together through the 
good times and bad. In truth, when Brenda and Kathy were 
together, there wasonly endless love between them. Manydays 
and nights they shared personal and intimate thoughts that 
lifted their spirits and will. Brenda had a caring and loving friend 
in Kathy, whom Brenda affectionately called "baby sister."

We all have special memories of Brenda. We have our unique 
and personal moments and thoughts about how she touched 
us. Those memories and thoughts we will always cherish and 
hold with pride and joy.

We will miss Brenda©s presence; we will miss her voice and 
her smile but we will always have her love.

"And now abide faith, hope, love, these three;
but the greatest of these is love."

1 CORINTHIANS 13:13



MY ANGEL
You are my perfect angel.
You are my beautiful woman.
You are a woman of splendor, excellence, and virtue.
You are myall in all.
I love your lips and their beauty.
I love your nose pressed against mine.
I love your hands so gentle to touch.
I love your total being which now I caress and hold for all eternity.

Your loving husband, 
Leonard

MY MAMMA, MY BJ
My dearest mother who loved the color blue.
I loved you at all times- morning, day, and evening, too.
There are so many things I saw in mother that I see in me.
We shared so much, our class of style and favorite foods.
I will miss my mom so much, I don©t know what to do.
But as the days go by, I will follow in your shoes.
My mom is my true inspiration. She is a blessing.
BJ is what I called you lately and I wasyour"Big Boom" or Ms. Bell.
I will never forget these love names, even the ones I won©t mention.
Mom, I will always remember everything that you told me and will take it to heart.

See you in the future, 
" , Jonique Nate Bell

MOTHER, I WILL SURELY MISS YOU!
Mother, I will miss everything about you.
I will miss the way you hold me.
I will miss the way you comfort me.
I will miss the way you told me it will be okay.
I will miss the way you cared and worried for me.
I will miss the way you cried and laughed with me.
Oh, Mother, I will really miss you.
I will miss your beauty.
I will miss your smile.
I will miss your touch.
I will miss your walk and talk.
I will miss the words of wisdom you told me.
I will miss the way you encouraged me.
Most of all, Mother, I will miss the love that you showed me

and the actions that came along with it. 
Mother, this poem would be pages and pages, books and

books long, but there is no need for me to write all that,
because you know how I feel about you. 

You will always be with me in my heart. 
Mom, I love you. We love you, and we will always miss you.

Your loving son, 
Julius



G-AAA
G-Ma,you brought me,your granddaughter, home from the hospital.
You cared for me like I was your daughter.
Even though we did not get to spend as much time as we wanted together,

our time was special and dear.
You liked shopping for me and buying me all the cutest III© outfits. 
I will always love you dearly, G-A/la. 
I will always be your "Boom" or "Hey Boom" as you called me.

; Love always,
Akira Denese Bell

BRENDA
God saw that you were getting tired 
So He put His arms around you 
And whispered come with Me 
Although we love you so dearly 
We could not make you stay 
Quietly you left us... 
A love one passed away.

The Family -

MY SISTER, MY FRIEND
You were the crown jewel of our family.
What a privilege and honor it has been to be a part of your life.
Your many talents, kindness, and generosity were such an asset

to the family. That we will miss. 
The beautiful precious memories will last forever.

•••;.- Lovingly, 
Kathy



DearBrenda,

I just wanted you to know that I love you and will miss you. 
It©s hard to accept that you will not be doing things with us in 
the physical form. I know your beautiful spirit will be with us 
always.

I thank God, Mom and Dad for you as my dear and baby sister. 
You have been a blessing for many people, especially to our 
family.

I recall so many fun times with you. I remembertheyearyou 
came to New York City to work when you were still in high 
school. You were so mature for your age at that time. My friends 
that I introduced you to had only nice things to say about you. As 
a matter of fact, I can©t recall anyone saying anything but 
positive things concerning you.

Brenda.your work ethic at a young age was well established 
and very good. Not only were you beautiful,you were also smart 
and very nice. I remember fondly the nights we went to Central 
Park, especially the night we saw Nina Simone. Even now I 
chuckle at what happened.! was trying to play "big shot" by 
taking you at my expense. We ended up not having enough 
money to take the subway home. God is good! After we told the 
guard of our circumstances, the token clerk permitted us to take 
the ride home free with the promise that we never try that 
again. He thought we had money and just wanted a free ride. 
Oh, what a summer we had! Yes, my sister, that was a great 
summer, but it was just the beginning. Over the years I have 
enjoyed vacationing at home and away with you and your family. 
What great times we shared together.

Thanks for the memories I will treasure them by putting 
them in my brain file. I will mark that file "Special." I will it mark 
with love. I will mark it like this:"Brenda, the Angel, my Sweet 
Sister, my Friend."

Good-bye, dear Brenda. God Bless You. I love you.

Sister Lisa

AUNTIE
Sometimes like a mother
Sometimes like a friend.
Time will never alter
The precious time we spent.
It©s hard to see you gone
Our hearts, I know will heal
God needed you to take a rest
No more pain you©ll feel.
We love you dearly Auntie
And that will never change!
I have one secret, though
I know an angel©s name.
I close my eyes
And see your smiling face
Auntie you will forever in my heart.
Hold a special place.

Love,your niece, 
Amy

First giving honor and 
praises to our Lord 
and Savior Jesus 
Christ, the Keeper of 
the Promise: My dear, 
sweet, precious and 
beautiful Aunt 
Brenda has proceeded 
us in a victory we all 
long to see. All my life 
she has been a 
positive influence to 
me. Aunt Brenda has 
always been there for 

my family and me. Aunt Brenda was what life is all 
about: caring, giving, sharing, loving, inspiring, 
motivating, spirituality and just living. Well, she has 
won her victory and God gets the glory.

Lovingly,
Wendy Rowlett-Jennings (niece)
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Prayer .................................................................................... Rev. Henry T. Legons
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Tributes........................................................................................................................... From A Friend/Co-Worker   Mrs. Clarice Simmons
From A Church Member   Mrs. Betty Smith

From the Family   M/s^Vivian G. Bell(SjCiGL/t, i r"

iuet.....^^^X.:^^^ Mrs. Benjamin Terry

Highlights of Brenda©s Life ................................................................................................................................ Dr. Barbara Matthews (niece)

Solo..........1^...^....^.^^....^^ Legons

Words of Comfort ..A.^..^.i................................................................................................................................^ Rev. Sim E. Murray

Acknowledgments/ Telegrams.......................................................................................................................................... Davis Funeral Home

DuetCl^fetf^^ Bell and Mr. Darius Bell
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Eulogy........................................................................................................ Rev. Albert Long, Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Recessional .

COMMITTAL, INTERMENT, AND BENEDICTION
Jerusalem Baptist Church

4185 Columbia Highway (Highway #1)
Ridge Spring, South Carolina
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